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eastern

SUM
churches

Mission & Ministry
information from
ALL three Eastern Sierra
United Methodist Churches

Eastern Sierra United Methodist Churches
Pioneer Memorial — Big Pine — Bishop

Joint News — See page 2
Pioneer Memorial UMC “The Pioneer Spirit”
See pages 3 — 4
Big Pine Community UMC News See page 5
Bishop First UMC “The Circuit Rider”
See pages 6 — 20

eastern

SUM

churches

For ALL of Us!
MAY NEWS for the
Eastern Sierra United Methodist Churches
Pioneer Memorial — Big Pine — Bishop

Shared Ministry Gathering
and Potluck Dinner
Monday, May 18
at 5:30 pm at Bishop UMC
In our gathering, you will have an opportunity to meet our new North District Superintendent,
Rev. Jim Powell, and help plan the details for how our Shared Ministry will function after July 1.
Please make sure to attend, bring a dish to share, and offer your thoughts about our
continued ministry together! For the potluck, plates, tableware and drinks will be provided.
Everyone is welcome — from our three Eastern Sierra United Methodist churches.
If you weren’t in church on Sunday, April 19, you may have missed an important announcement about
our future together in the Eastern Sierra Shared Ministry. Our Bishop, Minerva Carcaño,
intends to appoint Pastor Matt and Pastor Erin as the co-pastors of the Eastern Sierra Shared
Ministry (made up of the three local congregations in Big Pine, Bishop, and Independence,)
and Pastor Kathleen to the Lompoc First UMC,. beginning July 1, 2015.
To prepare for these changes and for this meeting, your input is needed! Answer this question:

“What are your top priorities for how our pastors spend their time?”
Any form of communication is welcome — email, an anonymous note in the offering plate,
conversation with an SPRC member, etc. The other necessary need is your prayers,
as we move into this new season of mission and ministry in our Eastern Sierra!

Eastern Sierra
Shared Ministry
Meeting
Saturday, May 30th
7 am to 1 pm
at Big Pine Community UMC
Donations Needed for the sale!
They can be brought to the garage in Big Pine
or talk to Pastor Matt or Pastor Erin to work out
details for getting items from Bishop or
Independence to Big Pine for the sale.

Thanks for your support!

Tuesday, May 26 at 2 pm
at Big Pine Community UMC
From Sue Camphouse:
“I want to say thanks — a very sincere
and personal thanks — to each person
who has served on the Eastern Sierra
Mission Area Team as we leave that
behind and embrace our Eastern Sierra
Shared Ministry! Love, hugs & blessings!”
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A Note from Pastor Erin:

Pioneer Memorial UMC News

If you weren’t in church on Sunday, April 19, you may have missed an important announcement about our future
together in the Eastern Sierra Shared Ministry. Matt and I are happy to report that our resident Bishop, Minerva
Carcaño, intends to appoint us as the co-pastors of the Eastern Sierra Shared Ministry (made up of the three local
congregations in Big Pine, Bishop, and Independence,) beginning July 1, 2015.
We are excited about this new adventure together, as we continue to live into the Covenant for Shared Ministry
we adopted last November. We believe that this new model of ministry will enable us to ensure that all three
congregations will continue to share the gospel in meaningful ways in their communities, and that we will be able
to enhance one anothers’ ministry through cooperation and compromise.
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Of course, there are still a number of details that need to be worked out. At 5:30 pm on Monday, May 18 ,
we will have a Shared Ministry Gathering and Potluck at Bishop UMC. During that gathering, you will have an
opportunity to meet our new District Superintendent, Rev. Jim Powell, and help plan the details for how our
Shared Ministry will function after July 1. Please make sure to attend, bring food to share, and offer your
thoughts about our continued ministry together! Carpooling is always recommended. Please contact Pastor Erin
if you are unable to find a ride.
In preparation for this meeting, it would help us to know your priorities for how the pastors of the Eastern Sierra
Shared Ministry spend their time, particularly related to ministry in your home congregation. Any form of communication is welcome: email, an anonymous note in the offering plate, or even a conversation with an SPRC
member. You will help us discern how to best to serve as your co-pastors by thoughtfully answering the question:

“What are your top priorities for how our pastors spend their time?”
Thank you so much for your encouragement and excitement about the future of ministry in the Eastern Sierra.
While there are still things that are unknown, we believe that with prayer, careful discernment, trust in God, and
intentional cooperation as brothers and sisters in Christ, we will be able to move into this new phase of ministry
without fear.
As we move into this time of transition, please pray for Matt and I, for all three local congregations, for the
communities throughout the Eastern Sierra with whom we share God’s love and grace, and for Pastor Kathleen
as she continues her ministry with the people of Lompoc UMC. God bless you!

Bible Study

~Pastor Erin

On Wednesdays at noon in the Social Hall, we have begun a new study, based on Revival: Faith As Wesley
Lived It, by Adam Hamilton. This study focuses on how John Wesley’s faith, and the Wesleyan tradition in
general, can help us revive our own Christian faith and be more passionate and faithful followers of Christ.
Bishop Scott Jones (Great Plains area of The United Methodist Church) says of the book: “Adam Hamilton
connects John Wesley’s contribution in 18th-century England with his legacy for 21st-century America, bringing
lessons from Wesley’s life and ministry to bear on discipleship today. This is an excellent resource for personal
and denominational revival.”
Thank you to members of the Bishop congregation for sharing copies of the book with us and the Big Pine
congregation, who is also using this study. If you would like to share a copy with class members, please contact
Pastor Erin.

No Community Meals in May
Our chef, Ellen Harrison, is taking a well deserved vacation this month. As a result, we will not be holding
Community Meals during the month of May. Stay tuned to find out when future meals will be scheduled!
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The Faith Club
The Faith Club typically meets from 6:00-7:30pm, on the first and third Thursday of month at Ray’s Den in
Independence (405 N Edwards). We gather to ask hard questions and discuss issues of faith and belief openly
and honestly in a safe space, with others who are seeking truth and knowledge. This month, we will meet on
May 7 and 21.
We will continue our discussion of Love and Intimacy in the Bible, by Pastor Ted Hampton. It is our hope that
Pastor Ted will be able to join us on May 7. We have already discussed Old Testament relationships, and will
continue with New Testament relationships and particular issues addressed throughout Scripture. Please read
the entire book for our conversation. Since the book focuses on specific Bible verses, please also bring your
favorite translation of the Bible for comparative study. All are welcome!

Need to contact Pastor Erin when she is not in town? Call the Church Office and leave a voicemail,
which will be forwarded to her email, and she will respond when able. In case of emergency,
please call the Emergency Cell at 760-920-6236 or call the Church Office and dial 9.

May 2015 – Calendar of Events – Pioneer Memorial UMC
Date

Time

Event / Location

Sunday, 5/3

9:30am
10:45am

Communion / Sanctuary
Potluck! / Social Hall

Wednesday, 5/6

Noon
1:15pm

Bible Study / Social Hall
Finance Trustees / Social Hall

Thursday, 5/7

6:00pm

Faith Club / Ray’s Den

Friday, 5/8

6:00pm

Eastern Star / Social Hall – This is a closed meeting. For more information
about this organization, contact EvelynMae.

Sunday, 5/10

9:30am
11:00am

Worship / Sanctuary
United Methodist Women / Social Hall – All are welcome to enjoy snacks
and a program on the Desert Sea Scrolls.

Wednesday, 5/13

9:30am
Noon

Commodities Distribution / Sierra Baptist Church – If you are able to offer
donations of fresh produce, please bring them at 9:25am.
Bible Study / Social Hall

Sunday, 5/17

9:30am

Communion/ Sanctuary

Monday, 5/18

5:30pm

Shared Ministry Gathering and Potluck / Bishop UMC Methodist Center

Wednesday, 5/20

Noon

Bible Study / Social Hall

Thursday, 5/21

10:30am

Communion / Southern Inyo Hospital – The carpool leaves church at 10am.

Sunday, 5/24

9:30am

Worship / Sanctuary

Tuesday, 5/26

2:00pm

Shared Ministry Team Meeting / Big Pine CUMC

Wednesday, 5/27

Noon

Bible Study / Social Hall

Sunday, 5/31

9:30am

Worship / Sanctuary

Don’t forget to check out the Shared Ministry Announcements section of the newsletter!

pioneermethodist.org
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Big Pine Community UMC News
May 2015
Bible Study
Bible Study - Tuesday at 5:30 pm

Our current study is called Revival. In it we will look to our roots as Methodists and our
start as a Revival movement within the Anglican church. The class video will take us to
historic sites in England, and we learn more about our faith tradition. Through it the hope
is that we are inspired to a revival of our hearts and souls so that we may fully live out
our mission of “making disciples for the transformation of the world.”

Yard Sale
Saturday, May 30th—please mark your calendar. If you are able to help with set-up and/
or working the day of the yard sale please let Pat Calloway, Doris Bird, or Pastor Matt
know. We also appreciate any donations for the sale. They can be brought to the garage
in Big Pine at any time or talk to Pastor Matt or Pastor Erin to work out details for
getting items from Bishop or Independence to Big Pine for the sale.
Thanks for your support.

Firework stand
We will again have a firework stand in Big Pine to support Big Pine Community and also
raise monies for the Shared Ministry Fund to support all three churches. As with all of the
fundraisers in Big Pine this year, we will also send a tithe of the amount raised to support
Imagine No Malaria. We hope you consider volunteering to support three wonderful causes.

Other News & Thanks
We are pleased to have Elijah Muldoon join us as our Accompanist. A special thanks to the members
of the Hosanna Hand bells who rang during the worship service on April 26th. Also, check out the Shared
Ministry Announcements, especially the Shared Ministry Potluck & Meeting on May 18th.

Big Pine Community United Methodist Church
Physical Address: 313 W. Crocker St.
Mail Address: PO Box 579
Big Pine, CA 93513
760-938-2320
www.bigpinechurch.org
pastormatt@bigpinechurch.org
Worship and Children’s Sunday School: Sunday at 4:00 pm
Bible Study: Tuesday 5:30 pm
Pastoral Emergency Number: 760-920-6395, or dial the church then press 9.
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The Circuit Rider
First United Methodist Church
205 N. Fowler Street

Bishop, CA 93514

Phone 760-872-7701 www.bishopumc.org Fax 760-872-6214
Sharing God’s love with the people of the Eastern Sierra

Worship, Mission & Ministry in May!
May 2 North District Conference at Northridge UMC
May 3 Worship “Power Point 3: Joy in the Spirit”
Spring Family Picnic & BBQ at Stevens’ home at 11 am
May 7 National Day of Prayer at City Hall Gazebo at noon
May 8 Eastern Sierra Community Choir Concert 7:30 pm
May 9 Tintubulations Bell Choir Concert at 1 pm
May 10 Worship Mother’s Day Pastor Matt preaching
May 15 Friday Nite Live Dinner at Schat’s Roadhouse 5:30 pm
May 17 Worship “Power Point 5: Courageous in the Spirit”
May 18 Shared Ministry Meeting & Potluck at 5:30 pm
With North District Superintendents (outgoing & incoming)
All are welcome to attend from the three Eastern Sierra UMCs

May 24 Pentecost Sunday

Be sure to wear RED!
“Power Point 6: Celebrate the Spirit, Celebrate the Gift”

May 29 Ladies Hike — Lower Rock Creek
May 31 Graduate Sunday Come celebrate our grads!

Upcoming in June
June 2
UMW Farewell Luncheon
June 14
Pastor Kathleen’s Last Sunday
June 17-20 Annual Conference at University of Redlands
June 20
Pastor Matt’s Ordination
June 21
Father’s Day Barbara Crockett preaching

6

Shared Ministry Gathering
and Potluck Dinner
Monday, May 18
at 5:30 pm at Bishop UMC
In our gathering, you will have an opportunity to meet our new North District Superintendent,
Rev. Jim Powell, and help plan the details for how our Shared Ministry will function after July 1.
Please make sure to attend, bring a dish to share, and offer your thoughts about our
continued ministry together! For the potluck, plates, tableware and drinks will be provided.
Everyone is welcome — from our three Eastern Sierra United Methodist churches.
If you weren’t in church on Sunday, April 19, you may have missed an important announcement
about our future together in the Eastern Sierra Shared Ministry. Our Bishop, Minerva Carcaño,
intends to appoint Pastor Matt and Pastor Erin as the co-pastors of the Eastern Sierra Shared
Ministry (made up of the three local congregations in Big Pine, Bishop, and Independence,)
and Pastor Kathleen to the Lompoc First UMC,. beginning July 1, 2015.
To prepare for these changes and for this meeting, your input is needed! Answer this question:

“What are your top priorities for how our pastors spend their time?”
Any form of communication is welcome — email, an anonymous note in the offering plate,
conversation with an SPRC member, etc. The other necessary need is your prayers,
as we move into this new season of mission and ministry in our Eastern Sierra!

Eastern Sierra Pictorial Directory
We are working on a combined directory of the Eastern Sierra
United Methodist Churches (Big Pine, Bishop & Independence).
You can submit your favorite digital photo (one per household)
or have one taken after church, starting mid-April. Forms will also
be available to make sure we have your latest contact information,
or you can email that to directory@bishopumc.org. Information
needed includes – names, address, phone, emails, birthdays,
and anniversaries. We are also looking for people to take pictures
after worship in Big Pine and Bishop – if you are willing to serve
please let Pastor Kathleen or Matt know. Thanks for your help to
create a new directory. We are looking forward to this tool to help
us better know the people of our 3 churches in the Eastern Sierra.

Ordination for Pastor Matt!
Pastor Matt will be ordained as a Full Elder
on Saturday, June 20 at 7 pm at Annual Conference
in the University of Redlands’ Chapel.
All are welcome to attend
this special time of worship!
Contact the Church Office for more information.
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Pentecost Sunday is May 24!
The gift of the Holy Spirit to God’s people
& the birth of the Christian church —
sounds like it is time to party!
The Great 50 Days of Easter end
as we celebrate Pentecost.
Symbols of Pentecost include flames of fire,
doves and anything that is red.
Join in the Pentecost celebration and wear RED!

Thursday Afternoon Study
Our new study is The God We Can Know.
Looking at the “I Am” sayings of Jesus, we’ll explore how ordinary images
of bread, light, shepherd, vine and others give us ways
to experience Jesus and point us to a God who wants to be known.
The book, The God We Can Know, by Rob Fuquay, is available (for $8.00.)
Please bring your Bible to the class. The class includes video input
with sites from the Holy Land. All are welcome to join us
on Thursday afternoons from 1 to 2:30 pm in the Lounge.

Changes Ahead — Prayers Please!
From the eastern Sierra mountain views to the rolling hills and the ocean
of California’s Central Coast — it was announced that our Bishop,
Minerva Carcaño, intends to appoint me to serve as pastor
of the First United Methodist Church of Lompoc, starting on July 1st, 2015.
Please keep me in your prayers for this new start for me
and for all the transitions and the move ahead.
I so appreciate all your love and caring (and THANK YOU to the
anonymous person/s for the beautiful altar flowers for me on April 19!)
I will be out of the office in mid-May — for Continuing Education, for a time
with my daughters in Phoenix and to Lompoc, to look for a home to rent.
Because of Annual Conference and the task of packing and moving,
my last “official” Sunday with you will be Sunday, June 14.
In the meantime – I’m still here! And God has a lot in store ahead!
— Pastor Kathleen

Graduation Season is Here!
Please get information about Graduates —
name, where graduating from (middle school, high school,
college, post-graduate), degree achieved, etc. —

into the Church Office before May 20 so we can honor them
on Graduate Sunday, May 31 and in the June newsletter.
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SPRING SERMON SERIES
“Power Points: the Gift of the Holy Spirit”
As we move through the season of Easter to Pentecost,
we’ll be focusing on the 3rd person in the Trinity — the Holy Spirit.
May 3

“Power Point 3: Joy in the Spirit”

May 10 Mother’s Day

1 Thessalonians 1:4-10

Pastor Matt preaching

May 17 “Power Point 5: Courageous in the Spirit”
2 Timothy 1:6-7,13-14 & John 20:19-23
May 24 Pentecost Sunday! Be sure to wear RED!
“Power Point 6: Celebrate the Spirit, Celebrate the Gift” Acts 2
May 31 Graduate Sunday — come celebrate our grads
“Nick at Night” John 3:1-17

Spring Family Picnic & BBQ!
Sunday, May 3-- 11 am to 2 pm
On May 3rd, following the worship service,
the Stevens have graciously offered to host us
at their home for our Spring Family Picnic & BBQ
for families with children and youth.
Hamburgers, hotdogs, & home-made ice-cream provided.
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share
and join in the fellowship, good food, and games
(billiards, croquet, trampoline, ping-pong and more).
See you there on May 3 from 11 am to 2 pm.
RSVPs are appreciated –
send an email to pastormatt@bishopumc.org
or call the church office at 760-872-7701.

Friday Nite Live Dinner at
Aaron Schat’s Roadhouse
871 N. Main St., Bishop, CA

Friday, May 15th at 5:30 p.m.
Contact Shirley Scholl for details.

9

Eastern Sierra Community Choir presents

MUSIC OF AMERICA
Friday, May 8 at 7:30 pm
at First United Methodist Church, Bishop

Saturday, May 9 at 7:30 pm
at St. Joseph’s Church, Mammoth

Enjoy the music of our American heritage!
Including works by Aaron Copeland, Irving Berlin, Moses Hogan,
Morten Lauridsen, and Spirituals arranged by Jester Hairston.
Directed by Chris Lanane. Baritone Soloist: Curt Mulder
Piano: Richard Hihn and Diana Lanane.
Concerts are free (Donations gladly accepted.)

1:00 pm
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Easter at Bishop 1st UMC!
We celebrated the joy of Easter
with a sanctuary filled with
butterflies, beautiful spring flowers
(& live baby chicks!),
uplifting music and the good news
of the Resurrection! Alleluia!
FUN
Easter
Egg
Hunt
too!
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Lent, Holy Week & Easter
THANK YOUs
Thanks to all who made this Lent,
Holy Week and Easter so very special!
Music! To Chris Lanane, Bill Shuck & the
Choir for incredible Cantata, “The Passion and
the Promise” on Palm Sunday: to John & Sue
Camphouse, narrators. All the music on Easter
was beautiful — thanks to the Choir & to Diana
Lanane. Thanks to Karen Scott for directing the
Choir’s “Lamb of God” anthem during Lent and
to Karen Conger & Greg Smith for “Sweet Little
Jesus Boy” for the Good Friday service and to
Bill Shuck for all the special music during Lent.

Worship! To Rick & Karen Scott for changing
paraments; to all that participated in Holy Week
Communion & Prayer (& those who provided
bread & grape juice.) Palm Sunday decorating
crew (& to Sue Camphouse for the Triumphant
Entry diorama & palm branches.)
for the Maundy Thursday Seder Dinner —
Roberta Cummings & crew for a delicious
dinner (& cooking kosher!); the decorating team
for all their hard work; all who donated candlesticks, pitchers & platters; Pastors Matt, Erin &
Prayer! To all faithful prayers who “prayed
Kathleen for leading us through the Seder ritual;
through” the congregation with Pastor Kathleen
Chris Lanane for sound; & the clean-up crew.
this Lent; and to the over 60 people participating Good Friday — for the cross, nails & hammers;
in the Good Friday Prayer Vigil.
and the starkness of the black, for Margaret
Family! To all who donated Easter candy for the Phelps’ amazing “Crown of Thorns” quilted
Easter Egg Hunt (& the crew that filled the eggs hanging & candlelighting prayer stations.
& those who hid eggs!); to the McPhee family for large cross set up by Rick Scott & crew.
EASTER: to Michael MacArthur for the
nurturing the butterflies & Pastor Kathleen for
SURPRISE of live baby chicks & the beautiful
the Butterfly release on Easter morning.
spring display; for Easter lilies & spring flowers &
Delicious! To Big Pine UMC & Ellen Harrison butterfly wreaths & hangings — Sue & John
& other excellent cooks for the Community
Camphouse & crew (Sanctuary looked like a
Easter Dinner.
garden!); to Susan Kunze for all those paper
butterflies & to the Easter decorating crew
(for making them flutter all over our sanctuary!)
During Lent: Fee Sneddon & all the greeters &
ushers at all services; Communion stewards;
those who provided refreshments & coffee after
each Sunday Worship.

Shared Ministry Covenant
Copies of the Shared Ministry Covenant,
approved at our November Joint Charge
Conference, are available
from the Church Office.
Stop by to pick up a copy to read.
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Pastor Kathleen’s Corner
The nerd in me is delighted about the
“backward days” in May (I know, weird, right?)
These are the days on the calendar that
are numeric palindromes — dates that read
the same forward and backwards.
In May 2015, they are the dates 5/11/15; 5/12/15; 5/13/15; 5/14/15; 5/15/15 (the grand
trifecta of numeric palindromes!); 5/16/15; 5/17/15; 5/18/15 and, lastly, 5/19/15!
Nine glorious days of backwardness (and no special Hallmark cards to mail
or gifts to wrap or decorations to put up!) Just extreme silliness.
All nerd-ness aside, there can be times in our lives (and even entire seasons
in our faith journeys) where we feel like things are backwards and out-of-balance.
Heartfelt dreams and plans and goals that are now tattered and broken.
Assumptions about where we thought our lives were headed can shift very quickly
and we discover that we are going in a completely different direction.
What we thought was true and lasting, we discover to be false and temporary.
Changes and transitions and loss are times when we can feel most out-of-whack.
These experiences of backwardness are unsettling and upsetting; and even painful.
So, what do we do when we face our own “backward days”?
I am encouraged by Jesus who said “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.” (John 14:6b)
We are invited to make Jesus Christ our way. Jesus is our pattern for living.*
No matter how backwards and broken and confused I feel,
Jesus shows me the way — step by step — through what is ahead;
Jesus speaks the truth about God’s love and grace;
and, as Jesus brings new life, renewed life and eternal life to me,
Jesus asks me to share that life with others in ways that bring transformation and joy.
Jesus can put all the backwardness and brokenness back together
and bring wholeness and peace. Thanks be to God!
* check out the book, The God We Can Know, by Rob Fuquay for more on this passage!

— Pastor Kathleen

I am looking for good, clean, sturdy cardboard boxes
for all the packing at my home and office.
Boxes can be brought to the church
or left outside of my garage at my home.
Thanks to all who have provided boxes already.
I really appreciate it!
— Pastor Kathleen
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Kids! Memorize Scripture!
Pastor Kathleen is challenging our Sunday School kids to memorize

“The Fruit of the Spirit” passage — Galatians 5:22-23,25
— between now and Pentecost Sunday, May 24!
Each child who memorizes it will receive a special prize AND
a free lunch at McDonalds after Worship on Sunday, May 31!
Big kids are challenged to learn the whole passage
and little kids can memorize Galatians 5:22a
(“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy and peace.”)
Contact Pastor Kathleen with questions or for more information.

In Worship on Sunday, April 12, 2015,
We celebrated the Sacrament of Holy Baptism
for Grace Reeder
As her brothers and sisters in Christ,
we welcome Grace into God’s family!

Want to become a member of this church?
Want to get some details about baptism?
Please talk to Pastor Kathleen.

Food Cupboard Needs
Our cupboard is getting a little bare on some items –
Ramen Noodles
Pork and Beans
Soup
Canned meats
Chili
Canned fruit
Chef Boyardee type canned meals
Please bring to Worship or to the Church Office.
Thank you! Your caring makes a difference!

National Day of Prayer
Thursday, May 7 at 12 noon
At the Gazebo behind Bishop’s City Hall
Join with others in praying for our nation, our state,
our leaders, our communities and other issues.
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Trustees Projects
Our Trustees are continuing to care for and repair and upgrade our
facility. They have come up with a list of projects and priorities.
One of those projects involves CONCRETE!
The parking pad off of Church Street is in dire need of replacement.
This project has been combined with the dream of a new sidewalk
at the front of the Methodist Center, improving access
(for disabled folks & abled folks) into the Church Office and the big Hall.
Cost of these concrete projects is approximately $8,000.
(To date, $ 4,400 has been donated — over half way there!)
If you would like to donate towards this, please make your check out to
Bishop UMC, designating “Concrete” in the memo line. Thank you!

Vacation Bible School 2015!
“G-Force — God’s Love in Action!”
July 13 — 16 (Monday-Thursday evenings)
Watch for details in the bulletin about
how you can be a part of VBS 2015!

Go To Camp This Summer 2015!
Check out calpaccamping.org for info and registration
CAMP WRIGHTWOOD
Younger Elementary Camp: July 22-25
Elementary Camp: July 19-25
Junior High Camp: July 26-Aug. 1
Senior High Camp: July 13-17
LAZY W RANCH
Elementary Camp: July 12-17
Junior High Camp: July 19-25
Senior High Camp: July 21-Aug. 1
Adventure Camps (Grades 6-8 or 9-12): July 5-11
Creation Camp (Grades 5-9): July 5-11
OTHER SPECIALITY CAMPS
Film Camp: (Grades 9-12): July 12-18
Surf Camps: July 12-18 (Grades 7-10) and July 26-Aug.1 (Grades 9-12)
“Into the Wild” Back Country Adventure: June 21-July 3 (Grades 10-12) & July 19-25 (Grades 8-10)
Variety of Camps available at Cedar Glen & Arroyo Grande — check website for full information.

Theme: “Living In The Spirit”

Registration is open!

Camp Rates: Youth Camps: $375 Specialty Camps: prices vary
Rates increase past March 31 deadlines — Next “Early Bird” deadline in May 31
See website for more details or call toll free at 1-855– C U AT CMP.
Camperships for half the cost of camp are available through our church.
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Contact Pastors Matt or Kathleen for all the details.

United Methodist Women LUNCHEON
Honoring Pastor Kathleen
Tuesday, June 2 at 12 Noon
At Bishop Golf Course
Enchilada Lunch
Cost is $12 including tax and tip.
Make reservations by May 26 to Dorothy Wilson.

UMW will be hosting Fellowship Hour
on Mother’s Day, May 10
so if you can help, please look
for a sign-up sheet on the Sunday before.

Gleaners will meet at 10 am
in the Lounge on Tuesday, May 5th.
Please read chapters 12 & 13 in The Church and People
with Disabilities. That will complete the study.
We’ll have some beverages, but please “brown bag” your snack.

Crafty Ladies will meet on
Thursdays, May 7, 14 and 21
(lunch to follow on the third Thursday),
with a planning session on May 28
from 9 – 11:30 a.m. in the Education Building
(South classroom).
Secret Prayer Sisters
Please be praying for your NEW Secret Prayer Sister
and send her a card! Thanks! Sue Camphouse
(and Thanks Sue and John and a great Kitchen crew —
for a wonderful Friendship Bruncheon!)
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MORE UMW NEWS ….
Ladies' Hikes start up again! Join us Friday, May 29!
Please join me for an all downhill hike through an interesting and beautiful
canyon at Lower Rock Creek. It's more than 3 miles but less than 5 miles.
Please rsvp to Alana Forbes for details and
possible carpooling. We'll meet at parking lot at bottom of the hill north
of Swall Meadows Road and end at Paradise where restaurant used to be.
Parking lot and restroom there. We will shuttle back to the start of our hike.
Lunch in Bishop afterwards.
Can't make the May hike? Hope to see you June 26 for Convict Lake.

Our Own Barbara Chinn.
Congratulations!
Barbara Chinn was recently honored as the “Woman of the Year”
by the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), Palisade Glacier Chapter.
She is a long-time resident of Bishop and community volunteer. She graduated from Bishop Union
High School in the 1930’s and went on to join the Women Accepted for
Volunteer Emergency Services, or WAVES, during World War II.
The WAVES were an organization of women whose job was to replace Navy men at shore stations.
Barbara was assigned to Hunter College, NY where she trained troops.
According to the DAR, Barbara chose to join the Navy after graduating from UCLA in 1943.
She enlisted because she felt very strongly that it was a woman’s war too.
She answered the call to “join the Navy WAVES—Your Country Needs You Now.”
She met a young pilot named Alton Chinn while he was training at the Bishop Airport .
At the end of the war, they were married in the Methodist Church in 1945.
The DAR Chapter is very proud of Barbara’s contributions to her community and for her service
during World War II as a WAVE. Just as she served her country during the war, she continued
to serve — training young people as a teacher and school administrator for 30 years.
She has also been actively involved in a number of community organizations including the Order of
the Eastern Star, Rainbow Girls, Athena, Backcountry Horsemen and, of course, the United Methodist
Church. She has been a leader of the Gleaners study group for several years.
She also now active in gardening playing bridge and enjoying her extended family.
Congratulations Barbara for a job well done!!!
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Ministry with Those in Jail or Prison
I have been wondering for some time whether I am being called into
ministry with those in our jails. I have shared this search with a number
of groups including with United Methodist Social Services
(UMSS is the body which oversees the Friendship Center, the Community
Lunches and Shower Ministry, the Spirit of Recovery, Overflow Blessings,
Project for Independent Living, and the Friends of the Eastern Sierra Gardens.).

There we have discussed how we as a Christian serving community might
be a part of such ministries. For a number of years we have participated
in Angel Tree which provides gifts for children of those incarcerated.
Angel Tree is one part of Prison Fellowship Ministries.
However, there is a whole range of other related ministries that we might pursue including Disciple
Bible Study, the Alpha course, Kairos (Walk to Emmaus for those in jail), pen pals, mentoring,
providing housing. Rev. Caddy Jackson as chair of UMSS has invited the Rev. Tom Rothhaar to
come to Bishop to talk with us about the possibilities. Tom will be here on May 19th (time & place
to be determined) and May 20th at 4:30 pm. If you have any interest in being a part
of any prison-related ministry, we invite you to come to those meetings and to contact me,
John Camphouse, or Caddy Jackson.

UNITED METHODIST SOCIAL SERVICES
The United Methodist Social Services (UMSS) has been serving our community now for over fifteen
years. It all began soon after the United Methodist Center was built and the community asked us to
consider establishing an "Adult Day Care Resource Center" in the new facility where families
struggling with Alzheimer's disease could receive support and care. The state of California, through
Inyo County, awarded the new project an annual grant of $80,000 and a Board of Directors was
formed to give direction to the project. With the support of over 20 volunteers from the church and
the community families and clients were served with dignity and respect.
After a few years of operation the county requested that the church form a
separate non-profit 593 (c) corporation to direct the project and the UMSS
was born. The new corporation was designed to not only direct the
Alzheimer's Center but also initiate and direct additional projects to serve
the unmet needs of our community. Through UMSS the "Little Lambs Infant
Care Project" was initiated to help young mothers complete their high
school education. The Spirit of Recovery, Soup Kitchen, Independent Living,
Overflow Blessings, Community Gardens, and Shower Ministry are
additional projects initiated or supported through UMSS. In 2014 UMSS was
recognized as the outstanding service group of the year by the Inyo Register.
The current Board of Directors meets monthly to oversee these projects and initiate new projects.
The Board is currently exploring a project to serve the needs of incarcerated or newly released
persons from our county jail. The Board membership includes: Chairperson, Caddy Jackson;
Vice Chairperson, Joyce Watt; Secretary, Roberta Cummings, Treasurer, Sally Ryan and members,
Charles Broten, Pastor Kathleen Puntar, Pastor Matt McPhee, Janet Jackson, John Camphouse,
Vicka Stout, Arlene Callahan, Pat Callaway, Margaret Phelps, Jim Varnam, and Orly Llana.
The UMSS website is umsses.org. Please keep UMSS in your prayers as we move forward.
Caddy

18

Annual Conference 2015
“Judgment, Justice, Joy”
June 18 — 20 at the University of Redlands
Begins with Opening Worship on Thursday morning, June 18
& closes with Service of Ordination & Commissioning on Saturday
evening, June 20 (including Pastor Matt’s ordination!)
Based on Mark 7:20-24 & Luke 19:1-10, AC2015 will focus on
Acts of Repentance. Laity delegates from our church are John &
Sue Camphouse. (We can have one more additional lay delegate
— contact Pastor Kathleen if you are interested.) Please keep
our Bishop, the Cabinet, pastors & lay delegates in your prayers.

Judgment,
Justice, Joy

2015 Flower Calendar!
Add your name to the Altar Flower Calendar
(in memory or to honor someone special)
in the office hallway or call Karen in the church office.
Please PRINT your information clearly. Thanks!

Still Needed — Sound System Volunteers
Help make beautiful music and wonderful sound for Worship!!
Contact Chris Lanane and volunteer for one Sunday every
4-6 weeks to work the Sanctuary sound system for Worship.
Complete training will be provided.

Thank You
Call the church or email Karen Griego
at office@bishopumc.org
to sign up for the electronic version
of our monthly newsletter.

Thank you so much for the
lovely flowers and all your support.
Pastor Daniel’s family is
exceedingly grateful.
May God bless your church.
Sincerely, the Family McClenaghan
and Calvary Chapel of Bishop

Please remember to sign up
for snacks and/or to Host Fellowship Time!
Hosting is a wonderful way to get to know one another in our
congregation. Teaming up with a friend or a couple is fun, too.
Sign-up on the poster in the Methodist Center!

Dates are open in May & June! Hurry for the best dates!
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Spring Book Chat
Enjoying an evening of sharing books
and discussion were
(left to right) Sue Baas, Pastor Kathleen,
Penny Kehus, Donna Turner and Sharon Talbot.
Over twenty people participated in the evening —
with its fun and laughter!
(delicious goodies too)

OUR STEWARDSHIP
We support our church with our prayers,
our presence, our gifts, our witness & our service!
Our Prayer Concerns: Prayer Chain -- call Margaret Phelps or email prayerrequest@bishopumc.org
The people of Nepal with the devastating earthquake (& for rescue & recovery teams); Trinity
UMC in Paris, TN — fire that burned down the entire church facility; tornado & severe weather;
Carol Albrecht Fallon; Steve Murphy; Tracy: Janet Jackson: Devon Sanchez; Alan Von Gremp;
Ron Mayberry; Mickey Braffet; Pat Lanane; Emily Braffet; Jerry Rupp; Dave Dohnel; Shirley
Ullom; Marcia Keef; Sue Camphouse; Carmen Matson; Debi Earls; Carol Janssens; Bobbie
Parcher; Maggie Egan; Reet Nickell; those looking for work; conflict in our world; Dan
Nielsen; Bobbi Mandich; Chris Bodine; Victims of the Round Fire, especially those who lost
their homes; California’s drought & need for rain in the Sierra; Eastern Sierra United Methodist
Shared Ministry; Jackie Ryan; Dan Reeder; Rex Allen; Paul McCracken; Cheri Rondestredt;
Kris Walden; the Godfrey family & Mary Lou Sipherd at Allen’s passing; Vicka Stout & family
at the passing of Vicka’s mother, Doris; Dan & Kay Sprague; Harry Greenland; Bob Bell; Bill
Reed; for the violence in our world; mental illness; marriages & families in crisis; Firefighters
& emergency personnel; Military personnel around the world; Law enforcement officers;
children in terrible situations; Rev. Paul Jeffrey, our missionary; United Methodist camps;
terrorism; our Bishop Carcaño & District Superintendents; pastors/churches in transition.

Our Presence in Worship 3/29: 154 4/5 (Easter): 202 4/12: 124 4/19: 135 4/26: 132
Our Gifts Thank you for your caring and your open hearts! Special offerings in April included
UMCOR: Nepal Earthquake response: $546; Imagine No Malaria: $36 (with coins to be counted); &
Native American Ministries: $225. Thank you for your faithful giving to the mission and ministry of
Bishop UMC. Let’s continue to “share God’s love with the people of the eastern Sierra!”

Our Witness & Service in APRIL: Our THANKS to … Penny Kehus & crew for the African
Craft Sale ... our dedicated Trustees for rev’ing up the swamp coolers & all the tasks they do around
our church facility … All who donated food to our Food Cupboard (& to Karen Griego who keeps it
all organized) … Special music in April: Dr. Cliff Beck & his beautiful spiritual & Pat Powell on saxophone (& to Janet Reeling for arranging it all) … Donna Turner & crew for the Spring Book Chat …
Sue & John Camphouse & crew for the UMW Friendship Bruncheon … All who shared an Easter
lily or spring flower to brighten someone’s day … Marti & Bill Holton for hosting Friday Nite Live.
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